M E M O R A N D U M

March 14, 2008

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Forum Meeting—Wednesday, March 19, 2008
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Forum is Wednesday, March 19, 2008, from 2:30 to 5:10 p.m., Tukwila Community Center.  For a map and driving instructions to the Community Center, click on: http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/archive/0111/SteerCom/TukwilaDirections1.pdf.   
The agenda (attached) illustrates that the meeting is to make decisions, therefore, a QUORUM is necessary.  Please contact Dennis Clark at 206-296-1909 or dennis.clark@kingcouty.gov to indicate your attendance.

The key agenda items are to hear a presentation by Dave Batker, Earth Economics, on options for creating a funding mechanism that would be targeted toward implementing the Salmon Habitat Plan.  As you know, the funding available for restoration and protection projects is diminishing just at the time WRIA 9 has ramped up its efforts to implement habitat priorities for salmon recovery and watershed health.  Both the Steering Committee and the Management Committee had recent discussions with Mr. Batker about his ideas for addressing the funding gap, particularly based on previous ecological economics work that he has done for WRIA 9.  For example, David wrote Chapter 6, Ecological Economics, of the Habitat Plan which is regarded throughout the state as one of the most important economic analyses done to date for estimating the goods and services provided by ecosystems and the value of restoring and protecting salmon habitat.  The Management Committee highly recommends that Forum members review Chapter 6 in advance of the Forum meeting; David’s presentation is intended to build upon the work that he has already done for WRIA 9.  If you do not have a hard copy of the Salmon Habitat Plan at hand, you can find Chapter 6 at: ftp://dnr.metrokc.gov/dnr/library/2005/kcr1876/CHAPTERS/Ch6-Economics.pdf
The Management Committee recommends that the Forum fund an additional economic study (building on previous economic analysis) that provides more specific information that could be used as the foundation for some options for bolstering our watersheds ability to raise funds for habitat project implementation.  David will have a draft scope of work for the study ready early next week.  I will send it to you at that time.

Closely related to the discussion about funding, Dennis Robertson, Tukwila Councilmember and Steering Committee member, is returning to the Forum this month to report out the work of the Steering Committee’s Ad-Hoc Funding Committee which Dennis chaired.  You may recall that Dennis came to the January meeting to give the Forum a short overview of the scope of work that he was soon to embark upon.  Attached is a summary of the Ad-Hoc Committee’s work and recommendation to the Forum.  The Management Committee recommends that the Forum fund the development of the marketing plan suggested by the Ad-Hoc Committee.

As the Forum asked at the January meeting, Sandra Kilroy who manages the newly created Flood Control Zone District will provide a status report on the activities of the District.  Building upon the status report, the Forum is asked by the Management Committee to discuss in some detail the “proposed subregional opportunity fund” that is part of the Flood Control Zone District.  Specifically, the Management Committee is interested in discussing the interest in and merits of the opportunity fund being used in some way, shape, or form to help implement high priority salmon recovery projects of the Salmon Habitat Plan.  If there is interest in at least providing input to the District’s Advisory Committee and Board of Supervisors, the Management Committee recommends that the Forum formulate a recommendation at the meeting to best match the decision-making timeline of the subregional opportunity fund.

Finally, the Duwamish-Green Ecosystem Restoration Project Executive Committee must briefly reconvene to approve a major revision to the projects that the Forum just approved for federal funding at its January meeting.  The specific revision is to re-allocate $1.7 million for North Wind’s Weir to the Lake Meridian project.  King County and the Corps were unable to reach agreement on how to approach project implementation of North Wind’s Weir.  The project cannot be started this year except for some initial hazardous waste cleanup which the County will do using grant funds from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board.

If we have time, perhaps during public comment, we will overview the draft WRIA 9 progress report that the Steering Committee is still reviewing and commenting on.  It is attached for your review.

The draft summary of the January 16, 2008 meeting is attached.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with questions at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov.
