WRIA 9 FORUM

DRAFT SUMMARY

November 14, 2007

2:30- 5:00 p.m.

Tukwila Community Center
ATTENDEES

	Name
	Affiliation

	Forum:
	

	Mayor Steven Mullet, Chair
	City of Tukwila

	Paul Bucich
	City of Federal Way

	Councilmember Tim Clark
	City of Kent

	Jay Covington
	City of Renton

	Julie Hall
	City of Seattle

	Mayor Dave Hill
	City of Algona

	Linda McCrea
	Tacoma Public Utilities

	Mayor Joan McGilton
	City of Burien

	Aaron Nix
	City of Auburn

	Sandy Kilroy
	King County


	Other Attendees:
	

	Jan Glick
	Environmental Science Center

	Ryan Larson
	City of Tukwila

	Mike Mactutis
	City of Kent

	Jessica Saavedra
	King Conservation District

	Ron Straka
	City of Renton


	Karen Bergeron
	WRIA Habitat Project Coordinator

	Dennis Clark
	WRIA 9 Public Outreach/Stewardship Coordinator

	Linda Grob
	WRIA 9 Administrative Coordinator

	Doug Osterman 
	WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

	Gordon Thomson
	WRIA 9 Habitat Plan Manager


I. Welcome and Introductions

Steve Mullet opened the meeting and invited attendees to introduce themselves.   Mayor Mullet commented that Doug Osterman, Watershed Coordinator, just won election to the Normandy Park City Council.   

II. Public Comment

Joan McGilton reported that the Environmental Science Center in Burien wants to expand to South King County to provide more opportunity for the children living there.  King County declined to put it in the budget, and we are now going to Governor Gregoire to seek funding for the expansion, and for a one room school house in Seahurst Park.  Mayor McGilton said we have $500,000 in pocket to start the building, and we are asking Governor Gregoire for $600,000 to complete the building and for the expansion of the Environmental Science Center.  She passed around a letter for review and asked for the Forum’s support. 

Jan Glick, Director of the Environmental Science Center, explained that this request will fund two programs in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan, ES1 and ES2.  He said WRIA 9 and the King Conservation District (KCD) have given us grants this year to expand our programs.  The north part of Seahurst Park has been zoned for education, and our results have been evaluated, and rated highly, for conservation effectiveness.  No comments were received from the Forum, and Mayor Mullet will sign the letter.

Joan McGilton announced that Dennis Clark, Public Outreach and Stewardship Coordinator, is now being employed by several jurisdictions (Burien, Normandy Park, etc.), as the Miller/Walker Creek Steward.  The first Miller Creek restoration event was held three weeks ago, and it was heavily attended by the public and elected officials from three cities.

Dennis Clark described the WRIA 9 lobbying program (included in the meeting packet) as a helpful way of organizing contact with elected officials.  He noted that the funding table is weak because of budget uncertainties, but he expects it will be finalized by the end of the year.  Dennis asked that Forum members include the lobbying program in their own cities’ agenda.

Dennis also presented two interpretative maps that are intended to highlight recreational resources in the Middle and Lower Green.  The map is about to be finalized, and he asked that people look it over and make corrections in red pen. 

Steve Mullet announced that the Board of Supervisors for the Flood Control District approved a $.10 assessment, with $.09 to go to flood projects.  He said it should add levels of cooperation with our projects.

III. Approval of Meeting Summary

	The Forum unanimously approved the summary of the July 18, 2007 meeting.


IV. Proposed 2008 WRIA 9 Forum/King Conservation District Project and Program Budget 
Doug Osterman reported that the 2007 collections have already been collected, and the Management Committee recommended the following amounts for each of five fund categories: 
· Small Grant ($100,000):  Gives cities an extra boost.  Normandy Park has requested $25,000, and the rest is reserved.  In the past this was the Opportunity Fund, and King County used to apply for the whole amount.  Doug said we are now working with KCD to have cities go directly to the KCD screening process once requests are approved by WRIA 9. 

· Shared Endeavor (placeholder, $100,000):  For sharing and doing a project together with KCD to leverage other funds. 

· High Priority Project Implementation ($645,722):  A match for big projects, such as this year for North Wind’s Weir, Fenster-Pautske (Auburn), and Beaconsfield on the Sound (Normandy Park).

· ERP Local Match ($100,000):  Sets aside KCD funds to match Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP) funds to get projects completed. 

· Education/Stewardship ($105,000):  This fund is recommended to fund the Environmental Science Center, Beach Naturalist Program, and stewardship projects.  
Doug said that only the Environmental Science Center grant has been approved by KCD.  With your approval WRIA 9 and project sponsors will go to KCD in February for approval.

Discussion:

· Julie Hall inquired about the status for North Wind’s Weir, and if we are no longer counting on Army Corps of Engineers money.  Karen Bergeron, Habitat Project Coordinator, replied that we are trying to scrape together money for the project.  Sandy Kilroy added that we are still counting on funding from the Corps, and are meeting with them tomorrow.  Steve Mullet explained that the Corps made a commitment this spring to get this project done, but then ended up not getting as much money as they hoped from Congress.  This has been our number one project forever, and we want to get it finished.

	The Forum unanimously approved the 2008 WRIA 9/King Conservation District Project and Program Budget for the 2007 collections.


Doug Osterman presented the Management Committee’s budget housekeeping recommendations for the 2006 KCD collections.  He said Jessica Saavedra, KCD, has been a big help on going over the collections with Karen Bergeron.  It at first looked like we hadn’t been spending our money, but it turned out we had been doing projects, but were still lagging behind on a few.  The blue handout is an update of last year’s budget and the 2006 collections.  Anything with an asterisk has been approved by KCD, and anything without needs to go before the KCD Board.  Proposed un-asterisked projects are: Algona Wetlands ($20,000); Beaconsfield on the Sound ($315,000); and North Wind’s Weir ($30,000).  Karen Bergeron recommended the $315,000 go to the Beaconsfield project because North Wind’s Weir is getting such a big chunk of SRFB money, and then she found another $30,000 for North Wind’s.  Brandy Reed, KCD, asked us to make it clear that the North Wind’s Weir allocation is not for a change in scope, etc.  Another new project that was just approved by KCD is the Armoring in the Nearshore Workshop ($36,700). 
Discussion:

· Tim Clark asked who the sponsor is on Beaconsfield on the Sound.  Doug Osterman reported that Cascade Land Conservancy is the sponsor, and they have secured two other grants so far for the project, which is a bulkhead removal project in the marine nearshore of Normandy Park. 

· Steve Mullet mentioned that when we first merged the two forums the Green/Duwamish Forum was quite a bit ahead of the Central Puget Sound Forum in project funding.  Our comments at the time to the nearshore cities were you will catch up, and the nearshore is now getting the attention it deserves. 

· Joan McGilton mentioned that when I first joined the WRIA 9 Forum any habitat project in the urban area had no value, but that opinion is also slowly changing. 

	The Forum unanimously approved the 2008 WRIA 9/King Conservation District Project and Program Budget for the 2006 collections.


V. Key Accomplishments Since Plan Adoption
Doug Osterman reviewed the WRIA 9 accomplishments for 2006 and 2007, which include a new negotiated Interlocal Agreement to implement the Salmon Habitat Plan, King County confirmed as service provider and fiscal agent, development of a new budget and work program.  We won a Vision 2020 Award for the Habitat Plan, and were awarded $8.2 million in major grant funding from various sources for implementing high priority projects, and $2.45 million in KCD grants for high priority salmon recovery projects or other protection and restoration projects.  Completed projects include the first phase of Seahurst Park and the Olympic Sculpture Park.  

Doug said he was happy to report that all our SRFB projects are moving forward, and all concerns are dropped, and for 2009 we will receive $1.9 million.  WRIA 9 active projects include: Big Spring Creek Relocation; Newaukum Creek Mouth Restoration; Fenster-Pautske Levee Setback;  Bass Lake Acquisition; Lower Mill Creek Floodplain, Wetland and Off-Channel Rehabilitation; Algona Wetlands Acquisition and Restoration; Duwamish Gardens Shallow Water Habitat Creation; North Wind’s Weir Construction; Seahurst Park North Shoreline Restoration; Ellis Creek Saltwater Marsh Protection and Restoration (Vashon); Point Heyer Drift Cell Acquistion (Vashon); Beaconsfield on the Sound Feeder Bluff Restoration and Acquistion; and Camp Kilworth Acquisition. 
Discussion:

· Gordon Thomson, Habitat Plan Manager, commented that WRIA 9 has completed 22 projects since 1999, and he said there is a lot going on in this watershed.

· Sandy Kilroy mentioned that the accomplishments are great, but it would be helpful to see them in context to our goals, and in comparison with what we say we will be doing.   Gordon Thomson explained that we are planning on producing an annual report.  Jay Covington suggested including the annual report in our submittal to SRFB to show we are staying the course and doing what we said we would be doing.

VI. Steering Committee Recommended Amendments to the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan
Gordon Thomson reported that in May he sent out solicitations for projects and programs to add as amendments to the Salmon Habit Plan.  Eight projects were proposed, as was a new policy internally on bulkheads and other new issues.  The Steering Committee reviewed the list of plan amendments and recommended that they go forward.  He said as far as the projects go, we have not reviewed them to include them in the 3-Year List; this process is solely to get them into Chapter 7 of the Habitat Plan.

The list of proposed project amendments are: 1) Icy creek Acquisition and 2) Channel Rehabilitation at Lower Soos (Middle Green Subwatershed); 3) Frager Road Riparian Improvement and 4) Off-Channel Habitat Rehabilitation RM 13 (Lower Green); 5) Duwamish Slip 4 Restoration (Duwamish); 6) Camp Kilworth Acquisition, 7) Des Moines Creek Estuary Restoration in Des Moines, and 8) adding 32 projects to Amend NS-17 Functioning Nearshore Habitat Protection Restoration on Vashon/Maury Island (Marine Nearshore).
In addition to the new policy on single-family house bulkheads, other new issues are incorporating two nearshore studies (an inventory and assessment of beach feeding sources and a prioritization of marine shorelines for juvenile salmonid habitat protection and restoration), describing the Puget Sound Partnership and the role of watersheds, and describing issues facing WRIA 9 on the horizon (new species listings under ESA, etc.).

Discusssion:

· Gordon Thomson said the purpose of the nearshore policy is to develop a proposal to address marine nearshore armoring and create something useful for the nearshore cities.  Staff have seen that there is a misunderstanding of the exemption in the Marine Shoreline Act, and the Steering Committee asked us to go back and contact nearshore jurisdictions.  He announced that tomorrow afternoon he will be at the City of Burien to review language he sent out.  Also, as discussed, we recently received the KCD grant for a nearshore workshop in the spring. 

· Joan McGilton asked if Federal Way is part of the marine armoring discussion.  Paul Bucich replied in the affirmative, and said the Federal Way shoreline portion (in WRIA 10) was included in WRIA 9 because we like the planning underway here.  Mayor McGilton remarked that when this policy comes to our city councils it will carry a lot more weight if all WRIA 9 nearshore cities are part of it. 

· Gordon Thomson explained that a lot of cities feel they are already built out, and don’t need this kind of armoring policy.  He said we recently walked two miles of the shoreline and saw lots of deteriorating bulkheads.  Joan McGilton commented that’s why we went forward with Seahurst Park to show that removing a bulkhead won’t cause the bluff to fall in.  Steve Mullet mentioned that the problem is bulkheads going in faster than are being taken out.

· Sandy Kilroy asked if WRIA 9 is proposing a significant amount of staff time to work with nearshore jurisdictions.  Gordon Thomson explained that we are proposing three nearshore policies, with review and comment on the policies to be used as guidance.  We will then ask if it would be useful for WRIA 9 staff to develop a master ordinance.

· Aaron Nix inquired if the Department of Ecology (DOE) is at the table.  Gordon Thomson replied that they will not be at the meeting tomorrow, but will be at the spring armoring workshop, as will the Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).  He said we have had ongoing discussions with their staff. 
· Doug Osterman explained that we are going through normal channels on the armoring issue, with WRIA staff supporting that. Sandy Kilroy noted that it is a lot of work, and she asked if it is a high priority and worth WRIA 9 staff time to work with the cities.  Gordon Thomson responded that he would know more tomorrow when he hears the reaction from Burien staff. 
· Steve Mullet commented that it seems like DOE doesn’t want to change state law, but at the same time it seems like they are encouraging cities to look at their shoreline creatively, and they won’t necessarily put their foot down.  Aaron Nix mentioned that it has been difficult to work through DOE, but they do have money available. 

	The Forum unanimously approved the Steering Committee Recommended Amendments to the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.


VII. Multiple Watershed Assembly
Steve Mullet said we thought with the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) process starting and Shared Strategy sunsetting it might be a good time for the watersheds of King County to come together in a Multiple Watershed Assembly.   Doug Osterman explained that the Assembly will be an all-day event on December 12 at the Cedar River Watershed Education Center (outside North Bend).  The primary participants are the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council, and the WRIA 9 Forum and Steering Committee.  For ten years we have talked about how can we solve cross-watershed issues, such as merging Forums, and regional issues like flooding and water quality, and now we have PSP and their proposed action areas, which will place the Snoqualmie in a different action area.  The Assembly will allow us to get together, compare notes on how we’ve done, where we’re at, and where we are going, build relationships, and celebrate.  There are now new people who were not there ten years ago, and there are people leaving. Doug said we are hiring a facilitator, working on a useful agenda, identifying collaborative issues across watersheds, and working out the details.  At mid-day David Dicks, PSP Executive Director, will give a presentation and answer questions, and the new action area representatives will be participate during the noon hour.  King County Executive Ron Sims is expected to be the master of ceremonies at the end to close the day.  
VIII. Forum Chair in 2008
Jay Covington reported that when the Management Committee met several weeks ago to look at a new Forum Chair it was pre-November elections, so Mayor Mullet was asked if he would consider staying on through the next meeting as Interim Chair.  That allows time for the Forum membership to evaluate where they are and figure out who can take over.  By January 16 we will know which elected official can take on the Chair position. 

	The Forum unanimously approved and authorized Steve Mullet as Interim Chair through the January Forum meeting.


Steve Mullet said he graciously accepted, but for only one meeting.  On behalf of the Forum and WRIA 9 staff, Jay Covington presented Mayor Mullet with a framed “Fit for a King” poster as a token of appreciation for his tremendous commitment over the years to WRIA 9, and the group broke for a chocolate cake celebration at 4:30 p.m.
IX. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

X. Wrap Up/Next Steps

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  The next Forum meeting is Wednesday, January 16, 2008, 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.

11/14/07 Forum Meeting Summary
                 Page 5 of 5
                                                                 Draft 1/3/08

