STEERING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED

 WRIA 9 SALMON HABITAT PLAN AMENDMENTS
(Supported by the WRIA 9 Management Committee)

INTRODUCTION: The WRIA 9 Implementation Guidance (IG) document describes a process (sections 2.5 and 2.6) for updating the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan.  Specifically, section 2.6 of the IG document recommends that the Habitat Plan be reviewed and evaluated annually by the Steering Committee and that annual review be completed no later than September of each year.  During these reviews the Steering Committee should consider the following assessment questions:

· Have the coordination and resource management actions listed in the Habitat Plan been implemented? 

· Are the desired results being achieved? 

· Is the overall intent of the Habitat Plan being met? 

· Are there new information gaps or changing conditions that require review? 

· Are there new issues that were not considered during the planning phase that need to be addressed? 

· Are there new actions that should be included in the Habitat Plan?

The following list constitutes recommended Plan amendments resulting from the request for proposed amendments announced on April 13, 2007.  The proposed amendments include new projects, an amended project, a deleted project, new technical information since the Plan was adopted in 2005, new organizational changes at the regional level (creation of the Puget Sound Partnership), new issues facing WRIA 9 on the horizon, and a new policy.


LIST OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
PROJECTS:

Middle Green River Subwatershed
· NEW Icy Creek Acquisition:  A priority acquisition for the Middle Green River Coalition in the Green River Basin. 270 Acres of forested uplands along the last wild section of the Green River Gorge. It protects the instream flows of Icy Creek. Icy Creek is a year round spring fed stream with flows of 40-60 Cubic Feet per Second. It has been classified as a source of clear, cold, pathogen free, water that feeds the Green River. Chinook, Coho, and Steelhead spawn at the mouth of Icy creek as it enters the Green River.

· NEW Lower Soos Creek Channel Rehabilitation Between Creek Miles 0.0 and 0.9 (Both Banks):  This project would place large woody debris (LWD) pieces and jams along the lower 0.9 miles of Soos Creek, one of the two largest tributaries to the Green River downstream of the Howard Hanson Dam.  
Lower Green River Subwatershed
· NEW Frager Road Lower Riparian Improvement, RM 19.5-18.0 [Left Bank]:  This project would set back some or all of Frager Road from RM 19.5 (the pedestrian bridge over the Green) and RM 18 (S. 212th Street Bridge).  
· NEW Off-Channel Habitat Rehabilitation, RM 13 [Left Bank]:  Remove armoring on the existing shoreline at RM 13 (Riverview Plaza), excavate approximately 1.7 acres of flood refugium for juvenile salmonid rearing habitat, install large woody debris and plant native vegetation to create riparian wetland and upland.   
Duwamish Estuary Subwatershed

· NEW Duwamish Slip 4 Restoration, RM 3.3 [Right Bank]:  This is a combined cleanup/restoration by the City of Seattle (lead) and King County.  Including this project in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan would recognize and support the cleanup effort that is planned.

Marine Nearshore Subwatershed 
· NEW Camp Kilworth Acquisition:  Purchase of Camp Kilworth and inclusion in the Federal Way City parks system will avoid development on and thereby preserve high quality forest with few invasive plants and little development, and 1,000 feet of Puget Sound shoreline that is habitat for threatened Chinook salmon, as well as other fish and wildlife.  Including this project in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan would recognize and support protection of Camp Kilworth and the associated marine nearshore by the City of Federal Way.
· NEW Des Moines Creek Estuary Restoration in Des Moines:  The project would include removal of the seawall at the city park and restoration of the estuary at the mouth of Des Moines creek.
· AMEND NS-17 Functioning Nearshore Habitat Protection Restoration on Vashon/
Maury Island:  Approximately 50 different locations along Vashon/Maury Island shoreline were identified worthy of protection in the salmon conservation plan. In May 2006, most of these areas were re-identified for habitat protection by Anchor Environmental in, "Prioritization of Marine Shorelines of Water Resource Inventory Area 9 for Juvenile Salmonid Habitat Protection and Restoration." The proposal would add 17 new protection areas, and 15 new reaches prioritized for combined actions of restoration and protection, making a total of 32 additional projects along Vashon and Maury islands.  
POLICIES:

· NEW Policy on single-family house bulkheads that requires documentation of need and study of “softer” approaches? 
INFORMATION/ISSUES:

· NEW Incorporate into the WRIA 9 Strategic Assessment:

· Inventory and Assessment of Current and Historic Beach Feeding Sources/Erosion and Accretion Areas for the Marine Shorelines of Water Resource Inventory Areas 8 and 9 (2005), and 
· Prioritization of Marine Shorelines of WRIA 9 for Juvenile Salmonid Habitat Protection and Restoration (2006).

· NEW Describe Puget Sound Partnership and role of watersheds.
· NEW Describe issues facing WRIA 9 on the horizon (e.g., steelhead ESA listing, funding strategy, more detailed ecological economics analysis).
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