M E M O R A N D U M

July 12, 2007

TO:       WRIA 9 Watershed Forum

FR:       Doug Osterman, WRIA 9 Watershed Coordinator

RE:       Forum Meeting—July 18, 2007
The next meeting of the WRIA 9 Watershed Forum is Wednesday, July 18, from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m., at the Tukwila Community Center.  For a map and driving instructions to the Community Center, click on:  http://dnr.metrokc.gov/Wrias/9/archive/0111/SteerCom/TukwilaDirections1.pdf.   
This meeting is a DECISION meeting.  A QUORUM is required.  Please contact Linda Grob at Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov or 206-296-8016 to confirm your attendance by noon on Tuesday, July 17.

The important decision to be made is approval of the Management Committee’s proposed 2008 Watershed Coordination Services operational budget.  The proposed budget is attached.  The Management Committee recommends approval by the Forum.  

The agenda for the meeting and summary from the last Forum meeting are also attached.  
Key features of the recommended budget include: 
       Costs increase slightly over 2007 levels due to cost of living increases and reconciliation of overhead calculations.  
       The cost increase is offset by fully funding the capital projects coordination function with WRIA 9/King Conservation District funds.  
       The work program for 2008 remains largely the same as 2007—focused on Salmon Habitat Plan implementation.   
       Roughly half of the stewardship function shifts from being funded by the WRIA 9/King Conservation District funds to a shared agreement among Burien, SeaTac, Normandy Park, King County, and the Port of Seattle.  The stewardship emphasis is focused in the Miller and Walker Creeks drainage basin.

The ILA cost share amount in 2008 is $394,656.  The cost shares for each local government of WRIA 9 are listed in the attached table.

Attached is a table that compares the 2008 proposed budget numbers to the 2007 operational budget.  Also attached is a table that demonstrates the funding sources that supported the Watershed Coordination Services staff currently in 2007 and as proposed in 2008.

Also on tap for the meeting is a presentation by Dr. Phil Levin Of the Northwest Fisheries Science Center on the status of Puget Sound.  Forum Chair Steve Mullet and member Bill Peloza heard Dr. Levin speak in May at a town hall meeting at Olympic Sculpture Park about the science and status of Puget Sound.  They thought that the whole Forum should hear Dr. Levin’s straightforward way of presenting complex information about the Sound and have a chance to discuss it with him.

The newly created Puget Sound Partnership is taking shape.  The Leadership Council has been appointed by the Governor (we will distribute the list of members at the meeting), and recruitment of the Executive Director is taking place.  The Partnership, as an important step in preparing the 2020 Action Agenda, is directed by the legislature to organize its work by working with groups in geographic “action areas” of Puget Sound.  The Leadership Council will define the geographic areas based upon: common issues and interests in action areas; characteristics of the Sound’s physical structure; and water flows into and within the Sound.  At this time, salmon groups such as WRIA 9 are being asked by Shared Strategy to provide input to guide the recommendations on the boundaries of the “action areas”.  We will brief the Forum on as much as we know by the meeting and begin dialogue on the issue.  There will be more opportunities to provide input to the Partnership directly in the coming months.

I will also brief the Forum on the approach to allocating WRIA 9/King Conservation District funds in 2008 (the 2007 assessment collections) that is recommended by the Management Committee.

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting.  Please contact me with any questions at 206-296-8069 or doug.osterman@kingcounty.gov (note the new e-mail address).

And please remember to RSVP your attendance at the meeting to Linda Grob at 206-296-8016 or Linda.grob@kingcounty.gov.

