DUWAMISH/GREEN ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECT
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January 23, 2007
The Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP), initiated in a study published in 1995, is completing more than a decade of collaborative effort by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, King County, all 15 cities in the Duwamish/Green watershed, the City of Tacoma, and numerous public agency and non-governmental resource groups.

Funding highlights include the following:

· The ERP was authorized in Water Resource Development Act of 2000 and despite federal budget constraints began work to implement high priority projects in the watershed.  
· The ERP received a construction start budget of $500,000 in 2004; 
· An appropriation for $1.25 million was received in 2005; and 
· An appropriation for $1.875 million was received in 2006.  
Project implementation highlights include the following: 

· King County, as local sponsor, began construction on two projects in 2004 – Newaukum Creek and North Wind’s Weir.  
· The City of Kent, as local sponsor, constructed the Meridian Valley Creek Re-alignment in 2005, and salmon quickly moved into the restored stream.  
· In 2006, Kent began work on the Lake Meridian Outlet (also known as Cow Creek), and construction of this large project is expected to continue in 2007.

· Unfortunately, anticipated construction of North Wind’s Weir (Site 1/Duwamish) was delayed due to a break down of negotiations between King County and the ACOE on the credit to be allowed for the land value.  

For 2007, the Senate has included $2 million in the budget, but the House does not include any funds – and the federal budget has not been approved.  The new leaders in the Senate and House have referred to a process labeled “continuing joint resolution”, meaning that a budget comparable to 2006 will be proposed for 2007 in order to enable legislators to focus on deliberations for 2008. Actual 2007 federal dollars appropriated for the ERP will remain uncertain until a budget is approved. 
Project implementation progress will continue to depend upon the federal budget. The ERP Program Management Committee members are considering federal requests for 2008 and are aware that the time to influence the ACOE projected budget for 2009 will be during January/February of 2007.
Project Status

	Project Name & Description
(Listed Alphabetically)
	Local Sponsor
	Status

	Big Spring Creek:  Construct new stream channel, restore wetland, buffer planting and fencing
	King County
	King County will begin design for new stream corridor on recently purchased property to move stream out of roadside ditch.  Project will be demonstration for work in Newaukum basin.

	Fenster/Pautzke Levee: Remove existing levee for floodplain reconnection and habitat restoration elements
	City of Auburn 
	King County is assisting with design.  This is not an ERP project but is part of larger project that includes a King County ERP site.

	Garrison Creek: Restore and enhance salmonid rearing and refuge habitat using natural habitat elements and processes – 4 project sites identified
	City of Kent
	Feasibility assessment of project sites will be conducted.

	Lake Meridian Outlet (Cow Creek):  Relocate stream through natural riparian corridor away from roadside ditches
	City of Kent
	Project Cooperation Agreement between Kent and ACOE being reviewed and scheduled for signing; construction scheduled to take place in 2007.

	Lones Levee:  Setback training levee in Middle Green River subwatershed
	King County
	King County is working on feasibility and design; negotiations with new land owner have complicated project implementation.

	Meridian Valley Creek Re-Alignment:  Re-locate stream through natural corridor away from concrete flume adjacent to busy road
	City of Kent
	Construction completed 2006; monitoring/adaptive management will be done by ACOE, interim final accounting will be completed in 2006; interpretive signs will be designed and installed by City of Kent.

	Mill Creek (Auburn): Several sites proposed for restoration of natural habitat for rearing and storm refuge elements while improving high flow capacity.
	City of Auburn and potentially King County
	Conduct feasibility assessment of all sites in preparation for design

	Newaukum Creek:  Improve wetland and stream habitat for rearing and refuge of juvenile salmonids.
	King County
	Basin characterization is being completed by King County. Next steps will include public outreach and project prioritization.

	North Wind’s Weir:  Estuary restoration in transition zone of Duwamish River
	King County
	Project fully designed and construction planned for 2006.  Land valuation approved by King County and initial regional office of ACOE not accepted by federal office. Timing of construction of project uncertain.

	Riverview Park:  Create off-channel refuge and rearing area, including riparian plantings
	City of Kent
	Project received 2006 SRFB grant to support Kent planning and permitting.  Cooperative review by Kent and interested agencies, including King County, WDFW and SRFB will be required. 

	Upper Springbrook Creek: 

Create spawning, rearing and storm refuge habitat for salmonids.
	City of Renton
	Design, advanced planning.


Consistent with previous years, the WRIA 9 2007 budget, approved by the Forum, includes a fund category for “ERP Local Match” to support local jurisdictions working on Green/Duwamish Watershed ecosystem restoration projects with King Conservation District funds.  Following are the projects and amounts proposed for 2007.
Management Committee Recommendation:

WRIA 9 King Conservation District Grants for ERP Habitat Projects in 2007
	Project, Local Sponsor, Work Phase
	Revenue Source
	Grant Amounts
	Totals

	Big Spring Creek – King County; Design/permitting
	2007 budget:
	$50,000
	$50,000

	Flaming Geyser – King County; Design/permitting
	2007 budget:
	$50,000
	$50,000

	Mill Creek – Auburn;

Feasibility
	Reallocated from 2006:  
	$20,000
	$20,000

	Newaukum Creek – King County;

Planting projects
	2007 budget:
	$20,000                  
	$20,000

	Riverview Park – Kent;

Design/permitting
	Reallocated from 2006: 

2007 budget:
	$20,000                       

$30,000                       
	$50,000

	Upper Springbrook Creek – Renton;

Design/permitting 
	Reallocated from 2006:  

2007 budget:
	$30,000

$20,000
	$50,000
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