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Overview and Highlights 
Cost-shared services during the second trimester of 2014 focused on: 
 Developing and obtaining WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council approval of the WRIA 8 budget 

and work plan for 2015. 
 Completing phase 1 of the Monitoring and Adaptive Management framework project. 
 Completing Project Subcommittee (PSC) program presentations and review of 15 Cooperative 

Watershed Management (CWM) grant proposals, and facilitating the site visits and review of 
four Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB)/Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) 
project proposals. 

 Obtaining Salmon Recovery Council approval of eight CWM site-specific project applications, 
five public outreach and education applications, and one monitoring application for 
$1,294,558. Additionally, $225,283 of available funding will be carried over to 2015.  

 Obtaining Salmon Recovery Council approval of four site-specific project applications for 
$783,356 in SRFB/PSAR funds. 

 Completing the 2014 Three-Year Work Plan Narrative and submitting it to Puget Sound 
Partnership and the Recovery Implementation Technical Team. 

 Launching 2014 Salmon SEEson campaign (eighth annual) to increase public awareness and 
support for salmon conservation, adding three new viewing sites. 

 Representing WRIA 8’s interests in Puget Sound Watershed Leads group, Puget Sound 
Salmon Recovery Council, South Central Caucus Group, and Washington Salmon Coalition. 

 

The following summary of services is organized according to work items outlined in the approved 
WRIA 8 Memorandum of Understanding. 
 

Salmon Recovery Council Coordination/Puget Sound Partnership 
 Scheduled and staffed two meetings of the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council (SRC) (May 15 and 

July 17): 
▫ May meeting focus: Proposed addition of Town of Woodway to WRIA 8 interlocal agreement 

(ILA) and SRC, decision on the 2015 WRIA 8 budget and work plan, decision on 2015 
Cooperative Watershed Management (CWM) grant funding, update on the Monitoring and 
Adaptive Management (M&AM) framework draft report, and presentation on Fish In/Fish Out 
monitoring.   

▫ July meeting focus: Decision on 2014 Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) and Puget Sound 
Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) grant funding recommendations, presentation on the 
Building Cities in the Rain program – managing stormwater to support watershed protection, 
information and discussion on the draft 2016-2025 WRIA 8 ILA, and success story presentation 
on the King Conservation Futures 2015 Grant Recommendations. 

 Attended two meetings of the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council (May 22 and July 24).  

▫ May meeting focus:  Presentation on the Hood Canal steelhead pilot project, discussion of 
recovery planning priorities for watersheds’ upcoming 10-year recovery plan updates, 
discussion of funding request to the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office for Puget Sound 
regional monitoring priorities, update from the Council’s Regulatory Subcommittee, and 
creation of a subcommittee to provide policy review of watershed three-year work plans. 

▫ July meeting focus:  Presentation on the results of Phase 1 of the M&AM project, discussion 
and approval of a $140 million 2015-2017 biennium PSAR capital budget, update from the 
regulatory subcommittee on its process to review Shoreline Master Programs for four Puget 
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Sound counties in terms of how they impede or affect salmon recovery, update on steelhead 
recovery planning. 

 Participated in one in-person meeting of the Puget Sound Watershed Leads (June 12) and two 
conference calls (May 8 and July 10). 

▫ May conference call focus:  Discussion of the Chinook Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
Phase 1 deliverables, guidance for addressing VSP parameters in PSAR grant applications, 
request to the Governor that the state restore funding for the PCSRF match, steelhead 
recovery planning, and an update on the Watershed Proviso. 

▫ June meeting focus: Discussed Phase 1 of the Chinook Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
work and looked ahead to the expectations for Phase 2, explored ways to make Habitat Work 
Schedule a more useful tool for Three-Year Work Plan reporting, discussed the Floodplains by 
Design and PSAR capital budget requests, and reviewed the SRFB’s consideration of minimum 
riparian buffers for their grant programs. 

▫ July conference call focus: Discussed Puget Sound regional communications planning, Phase 2 
of Monitoring and Adaptive Management, steelhead recovery planning, requests from GSRO to 
support the State of the Salmon report, and the potential value of a data steward housed in 
PSP or GSRO to support watersheds’ use of Habitat Work Schedule.   

 Participated in one meeting of the Puget Sound South Central Action Area Caucus Group (June 
11). Meeting topics included: An update from the Puget Sound Partnership on approval of the 
2014 Action Agenda update, presentation on the Building Cities in the Rain project to identify 
ways to meet challenges with infill development in urban areas and associated stormwater 
management regulations, and discussion of the Kokanee Work Group’s proposal to incorporate 
their priorities into future updates to the South Central Action Area Caucus Group’s local 
priorities. 

 Briefed new SRC member representative from Friends of the Cedar River Watershed (June 30). 
 Conducted email correspondence and multiple phone and personal conversations with SRC 

members and Council staff. 
 Provided information to all jurisdictions equally. 
 
Plan Implementation  
 Scheduled and facilitated two WRIA 8 Implementation Committee meetings (May 13 and July 8). 

Meeting topics included: Review of the WRIA 8 Management Committee 2015 budget and work 
plan recommendation, WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee (PSC) CWM, SRFB and PSAR grant round 
recommendations, discussion of the proposed schedule for the WRIA 8 2016-2025 ILA renewal, 
review and discussion of the draft ILA, and update on the hiring process for temporary WRIA 8 
outreach and education staff support.   

 The PSC successfully reviewed 19 grant applications requesting $2.45 million for the $2.08 million 
in available funds (shortfall of $373,104).  

 CWM grant round: Conducted PSC scoring and ranking of 15 applications (May 5), developed 
funding recommendations, and wrote committee report. Obtained SRC approval for eight project 
applications, five outreach and education applications, and one monitoring application totaling 
$1,294,558 in CWM funds. 

 SRFB and PSAR grant round: Conducted Project Subcommittee and SRFB Review Panel member 
fieldtrip and meeting to review and score four applications (May 21). Finalized funding 
recommendations through email and a conference call (June 16), and committee report.  
Obtained SRC approval of four project applications for $433,356 of SRFB and $350,000 of PSAR 
funds for a total of $783,356.  
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 Attended two meetings of the King County Flood Control District Executive Committee (July 30 
and August 18). At the July 30 meeting, presented WRIA 8 CWM grant proposals for funding 
consideration to the Executive Committee and attended the August 18 meeting to respond to 
potential follow-up questions. The Executive Committee unanimously approved a 
recommendation that the Flood District Board of Supervisors approve the full package of CWM 
grants. 

 Coordinated with grant project sponsors and Project Subcommittee members to obtain 
additional project information and clarification to address Project Subcommittee questions and 
SRFB Review Panel concerns prior to final grant deadlines. Drafted PSAR project summaries for 
WRIA 8 Lead Entity materials as a component of the Puget Sound Partnership regional submittal. 
Conducted a review of SRFB/PSAR applications, assisted applicants with final application edits 
and materials, and provided PRISM database support leading up to the application deadline 
(August 15). 

 Participated in one two-day meeting (June 9 and 10) and one WebEx meeting (August 5) of the 
WSC to discuss numerous statewide salmon recovery topics of importance. These include: 
enhanced collaboration between Lead Entities and RCO, GSRO, and the SRFB Review Panel; 
revising the WSC mission, structure, and action plan; statewide communications planning; 
developing funding strategies and planning for the next biennial budget cycle; and improving 
Habitat Work Schedule. 

 Participated in one conference call (July 21) and two WebEx meetings (June 16 and August 11) of 
the Executive Committee for WSC to support the overall direction and provide leadership to WSC. 

 Participated in three conference calls of the Outreach and Communications Committee for WSC 
(May 21, June 19, and July 25).  

 Participated in one conference call of the Funding Committee for WSC (June 6). 
 Participated in four conference calls of the Habitat Work Schedule Action Committee for WSC 

(May 16, June 20, July 18, and August 15) to discuss improving HWS through streamlining and 
modifying of reporting codes, enhancing the linkage between HWS and RCO’s PRISM grant 
database, and providing greater reporting functionality. 

 Responded to citizen and agency inquiries on the WRIA 8 process, priorities, and Plan 
implementation. 

 
Technical Coordination 
 Scheduled and facilitated WRIA 8 Technical Committee meeting (June 4). Meeting topics included 

Monitoring and Adaptive Management (M&AM) project and Seattle University Capstone Project. 
 Completed Phase 1 of the M&AM framework project. 
 Submitted final invoice, reports and other project deliverables related to PSP M&AM framework 

development (June and July 2014). 
 Continued analysis and synthesis of WRIA 8 Wadeable Streams Status and Trends monitoring 

data. 
 Provided regular Technical Committee status reports and salmon updates to the SRC. 
 Provided technical support to Implementation Committee through participation in monthly 

meetings.   
 
Communication 
 Launched 2014 Salmon SEEson campaign (eighth annual) to increase public awareness and 

support for salmon conservation, adding three new viewing sites, including two on the Duwamish 
River in WRIA 9.   
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 Distributed email updates and announcements to WRIA 8 partners and interested parties, 
including funding opportunities, event notices, and information of interest.  

 Regularly maintained the WRIA 8 website at www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/.   
 

Program Management and Administration 
 Coordinated with King County’s Snoqualmie Watershed Team on hiring process for temporary 

outreach and communications staff to support both watersheds. 
 Submitted a final billing to RCO for the first fiscal year of funding through the 2013 - 2015 Lead 

Entity contract and processed an amendment to the contract to provide the second fiscal year of 
Lead Entity funding. 

 Conducted other general administrative work in support of implementation of the ILA, including 
work program development and monitoring, budget development and tracking, regular 
reporting, billing, personnel, and supervision.  

 Held verbal and email progress discussions at and between WRIA 8 SRC meetings. 
 Coordinated with the SRC on several issues, including regional Puget Sound salmon recovery and 

habitat restoration. 
 
For additional information on any item in this report, please contact Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, WRIA 8 
Watershed Coordinator, at jason.mulvihill-kuntz@kingcounty.gov or 206-477-4780. 

http://www.govlink.org/watersheds/8/
mailto:jason.mulvihill-kuntz@kingcounty.gov

