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April 13, 2017 

 

The Honorable Richard Shelby    The Honorable John Culberson 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce,   Chairman, Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Justice, Science, & Related Agencies   Justice, Science, & Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate       U.S. House of Representatives 
S-128, U.S. Capitol Building     H-310 U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen     The Honorable José Serrano 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce,  Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Justice, Science, & Related Agencies   Justice, Science, & Related Agencies 
Committee on Appropriations    Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. Senate       U.S. House of Representatives 
S-128, U.S. Capitol Building     H-310 U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Chairmen Shelby and Culberson and Ranking Members Shaheen and Serrano: 

As chief executives of our states, we write to express our support for continued federal investment in 

the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF) in federal fiscal year 2018 (FFY18) and for the 

remainder of fiscal year 2017 (FFY17). PCSRF is a critically important program aimed at recovering 

salmon and steelhead populations in Western states, and the economically and culturally-important 

commercial, recreational and tribal fisheries that are dependent upon them.  

We have appreciated your subcommittees’ past support for this program, and we request that you 

maintain funding for PCSRF at $65 million for the remainder of FFY17, and appropriate $65 million for 

PCSRF for FFY18. 

Thriving salmon and steelhead populations have been essential to the development of the Pacific 

Coast’s economy and habitat, dating back long before the establishment of the United States of 

America. These populations are much more than elements of a healthy Pacific Coast ecosystem; they 

are also cultural icons woven into the fabric of our local communities and economies. To this day, the 

Pacific salmon fishery – the third-largest fishery in the nation – provides jobs and supports the 

livelihoods of thousands of Americans, and feeds many more in and outside the region.  

Unfortunately, Pacific salmon and steelhead populations continue to face tremendous pressures. As it 

stands, there are 28 listed salmon and steelhead species that face the threat of extinction. In 2000, 

PCSRF was prudently created to alleviate these pressures and support the recovery of salmon across 

rivers, watersheds and coastal habitats in Western states. And over the last fifteen plus years this 

program has been the catalyst for effective and collaborative approaches to salmon recovery by federal, 
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state, local, tribal and private sector partners. In Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Idaho, California and 

Nevada; PCSRF investments, averaging $76 million annually, have contributed to over 12,100 projects, 

and have opened over 10,000 miles of streams and over 1,060,000 acres of fish habitat. 

Furthermore, PCSRF does not just benefit salmon and steelhead populations, but also directly supports 

economic activity and job creation throughout the region, particularly in rural communities. Recent 

analysis shows that every $1 million invested through PCSRF and state matching funds leads to 17 new 

jobs and $2.3 million in economic activity. This is a vital industry for our states that cannot be left by the 

wayside.  

Historically, PCSRF investments have been matched by $1.4 billion in state and tribal investments - 

greater than a 1:1 match. While this program has enabled important progress, continued federal 

investment is crucial to maintaining this progress, and to achieving the goal of full recovery and a 

healthy, sustainable Pacific salmon fishery. Any attempts to drastically reduce appropriations for PCSRF 

in FFY2017 or FFY2018 would jeopardize the recovery of salmon and steelhead populations that mean 

so much to the commerce and culture of our Western states.  

We thank your subcommittees for your past support and request your continued support for PCSRF. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Governor Bill Walker  Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter 
State of Alaska   State of California   State of Idaho 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Kate Brown   Governor Jay Inslee 
  State of Oregon    State of Washington 
 
 
 
CC: Members of the Alaska Congressional Delegation  
 Members of the California Congressional Delegation 
 Members of the Idaho Congressional Delegation 
 Members of the Oregon Congressional Delegation 
 Members of the Washington State Congressional Delegation 
 

 

 


