
   
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  April 2016 

In this issue:  

Legislative update ....................... 1 

Stream and climate watch .......... 2 

Streams flows in Yakima Basin ... 3 

Thank you NW Sportsman .......... 3 

Fish Barrier Removal Board ........ 3 

Regional Fisheries Enhancement 

Groups engage communities ...... 3 

Removing state-owned 

fish barriers ................................ 4 

Improving the HPA Program ....... 4 

Legislative update  

The 2016 legislative session saw a lot of good things for WDFW as a whole, and 

especially for the Habitat Program: 

 The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission hydropower license fee was 

renewed! Thank you to our Renewable Energy team and to the PUDs 

themselves for supporting this important funding. 

 Funds were provided for the Fish Barrier Removal Board and WDFW’s work to 

complete the inventory of fish passage barriers and to scope barrier 

correction projects in focus watersheds. Achieving this victory involved 

significant support by Association of Washington Cities and Washington State 

Association of Counties. 

 The Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) Program saw legislation that sought to 
limit WDFW HPA jurisdiction to “at or below” the ordinary high water line. 
This bill died on the Senate floor after recreational anglers, commercial 
fishers, tribes and environmental organizations shared their opposition.  

 Water rights and water quality bills kept our instream flow and water policy 

experts busy making sure the bills had the intended effect and protect fish.  

 The Chehalis Basin received legislative attention, with much more work to 

come for the Habitat Program. 

 Director Unsworth and staff worked very hard to eliminate a proposed $1.0 M 

budget cut to Habitat Program’s GMA/SMA technical assistance and 

nearshore technical assistance. Director Unsworth educated the House and 

Senate members and the Governor’s Office regarding the impact of those cuts 

to our conservation efforts. The final budget restored our funding. 

The Habitat Program didn’t lose anything this legislative session and 

gained support for conservation work with the bills that did pass. We 

have a bright future ahead of us this biennium. Thanks for your support! 

- Jeff Davis, Habitat Program Assistant Director 



H abitat Program is regularly engaged with other 

state and federal agencies in monitoring the 

potential for drought in Washington. Snowpack is a critical 

component of the Pacific Northwest’s summer and fall 

water supply, and this year’s accumulations have been 

very good - a huge relief to us all!   

But temperatures are a lot warmer than normal this year, 

so WDFW will be tracking the potential for low flows and 

high water temperatures, even in the absence of an 

officially-declared drought.   

Linking back to the hydropower license fee mentioned on 

page 1, WDFW partners with reservoir operators to 

increase flows for fish.    

Snowpack comparison: 2016 v. 2015  

Stream and climate watch 

Habitat Program works with reservoir operators to strategically 

plan water releases to lower water temperatures for fish. 

Top photo: Alder Lake, Nisqually Watershed, Aug. 2015 

Lower right photo: Cedar River reservoirs, Oct. 2015 

Lower left photo: Lake Kachess, Yakima Basin, Sept. 2015 

2016 2015 



H abitat Program’s instream flow team 

is working to improve conditions for 

fish in the Yakima Basin in smaller upper 

watershed tributaries. Biologists are working 

with irrigations districts and others to identify 

low-cost, high benefit projects to add flow to 

streams in order to support salmon rearing 

during the dry summer months.  

One example is the recent work with Bull 

Canal landowners to identify a creek for flow 

enhancement from the canal. Water is 

diverted from the irrigation canal to flow 

down a small stream that would otherwise 

be flow-restricted – or even dry in 

summertime (photo at left). Providing flow 

opens up this habitat for rearing salmon, 

which has huge benefits for rebuilding 

salmon populations.  

Lower Naneum Creek was selected for 2016 

and will be monitored over the summer to 

determine the biological benefits of the 

added water.  

Stream flows in Yakima Basin 

The Habitat Program would like to thank Northwest Sportsman for 

continued support of habitat conservation. Some favorite posts*: 

The “Water ONLY Under The Bridge” Bill 

SB 6287: Would limit the definition of hydraulic project to mean 
“at or below the ordinary high water line,” as it applies to 
hydraulic permit approvals for work around state waters.  

Winners: Businesses, local governments freed up from the tyranny 
of filing HPAs to work in ditches, fill potholes, kitchen sinks, etc. 

Losers: Fish, but they don’t vote.  

The “Pass This And You Will Be The Coolest  
Legislature In The Nation Ever” Bill 

SB 6200/HB 2422: Would create a steelhead license plate to 
support management of the species.  

Winners: Every cool STLHDR who buys one. 

Losers: The SNAGGRS who don’t. 

*
Abbreviated  

Thank you Northwest Sportsman!  

Fish Barrier Removal Board 
defining grant program  

Work of the Fish Barrier Removal Board has been 

extended through funding provided in this session’s 

budget package. The next board meeting is April 19.   

Learn more at wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/fbrb.  

Regional Fisheries Enhancement 
Groups engage communities 

Regional Fisheries Enhancement Groups (RFEG) are 

a statewide network of 14 non-profit community 

based organizations that play an immeasurable role 

in salmon recovery. RFEGs receive state and federal 

funds through the Habitat Program. We are proud 

to partner with RFEGs to protect salmon and 

steelhead across the state and enhance sustainable 

fishing opportunities. 

Learn more in the RFEG Annual Report at 

wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01777.  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6287&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6200&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2422&year=2015
http://wdfw.wa.gov/about/advisory/fbrb/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01777/


Habitat Program is currently working with the 

Department of Transportation (DOT) to design 

and permit more than 75 fish-barrier-removal 

projects; 18 of them will be constructed this 

summer. We work with DOT engineers and 

tribal representatives to find solutions that are 

functional, cost effective, and benefit fish.  

We also write HPA permits for every DOT 

project that goes to construction. WDFW staff 

will continue to help DOT on the remaining 

700+ culvert projects.  

The summer removal of the two barriers at 

right will restore access to over 5 miles of 

habitat for coho, chinook, chum, steelhead, 

sea-run cutthroat, and resident trout.  

These barriers are the lowest in their 

respective stream systems. Once they are 

removed, fish will once again be able to 

migrate from the ocean to native spawning 

grounds. 

Removing state-owned fish barriers  

Habitat Program recently held 11 listening 

sessions with groups across Washington to hear 

impressions of how the HPA Program is 

performing and ideas for improvement.  Most 

people agree that the HPA is a primary tool to 

protect fish in order to achieve recovery and 

sustain fishing opportunities. Almost everyone 

has some suggestions for improvement! 

More sessions are planned with tribes, fishing, 

mining, and environmental stakeholders through 

June. In fall 2016, WDFW will report what we 

heard and our response including 

recommendations for legislative action, rule 

changes, and operational improvements. 

Improving the HPA Program  

Share your ideas 

Please help us improve the HPA 

Program by sharing your ideas. 

Use the comment form at: 

wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/

comment.html 

 

Annual economic activity  

from fish and shellfish 

Contact 

Jeff Davis, Habitat Program Assistant Director 

Jeffrey.Davis@dfw.wa.gov  

360-902-2527 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/comment.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/comment.html

