
 

December 7, 2016 

We are happy to share with our partners and friends the results of our first year of project 
implementation on the Bear Creek watershed. Overall the project is off to a great start and has hit 
some impressive milestones in its early stages.  
 
The 2016 knotweed survey was conducted throughout the summer and early fall by Forterra staff 
and Washington Conservation Corps members. Parcels were strategically included in the initial 
survey to provide a comprehensive perspective of the current extent of the infestation, with special 
emphasis on locating the most upstream plants. We gained valuable insight from our on-the-
ground investigation of the creek and will utilize our findings as we plan for next year. 
 
Breaking down the numbers, in 2016: 
 

F Forterra introduced itself to 162 landowners through the targeted mailing of knotweed 
           educational materials and requests for signed permission waivers 

F Nearly 40% of landowners gave us permission to survey for knotweed on their properties, 
an above average return for the first year  

F 101 parcels were successfully surveyed for knotweed, including private and publicly 
owned land 

F Over 625 people received copies of the Fall/Winter 2016 edition of the Water Tenders 
Newsletter, containing a 2-page informational with a description of the project, of the 
issue of knotweed and opportunities for landowner involvement 

F A total of 4 landowners have invited us to install native plants on their creek-side 
properties, quickly surpassing our initial 2-year goal 

F 162 landowners received an “end-of-the-season” thank you letter containing important 
information about our upcoming efforts in 2017 and additional opportunities to connect  

 
 
Outreach efforts in the Bear Creek watershed have been very successful, largely thanks to the 
support and participation of our project partners and friends at Water Tenders, WRIA 8, King 
County, Adopt-A-Stream, and City of Redmond. Based on the high level of interest and community 
involvement we’ve achieved, we anticipate an increase in landowner permissions in 2017 as well as 
a greater general awareness of knotweed and our project.  

We are excited to move into knotweed control work in 2017 and will continue to keep you updated 
with our progress. We look forward to new partnership opportunities with you, and thank you all 
for your help in getting us off to a great start! 
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